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What is claimed is: 

1 • A pill box comprising: 

a base having a pill cutting surface; 

a lid connected to the base, the lid having a blade; and 

a retractable blade guard secured to the base and engaging the lid. 

2- The pil, box of Cairn 1 , wherein the blade guard comprises a flexible strip 
of material that is substantially impermeable to the blade. 

3- The pi„ box of claim 2, wherein the blade guard comprises a plastic 
material. 



4- The pi„ box of claim 2, wherein the biade guard comprises metallic 
material. 



5. The pii, box of claim 1 , wherein the „d and base are connected by a hinge. 

6- The pillbox of cairn 1 , herein me lid comprises a cam, and herein me 
blade guard is threaded over the cam. 

The p. box of Calm 6, wherein .he blade guard is retractable such that if 
lid is closed. 
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8- The pi„ box of claim 1, wherein the base further comprises a pill grip 
comprising a firs, holding arm and a second holding am, for adjustably centering 
a pill on the pill cutting surface into alignment with the blade. 



9- The pi,, box of Cairn 8. wherein the fir* holding arm comprises a firs, 
portion that is rigidiy coupled to the pi„ cutting surface and a second region tha, 
. flexibly coupled to the f,rs, pomon, and wherein the second hiding arm 

inwardly biased toward one another. 



10. The pill box o, Cairn 1. wherein a top side of the lid comprises a thumb 
press portion. 



11- The p,„ box of Calm 1, wherein a retention lip extends from a dista, end of 
.he base for hoiding the base in position while opening and Cosing the lid. 



12. The pillbox of Cairn , . wherein the lid comprises a proximal end and 
distal end, the proximal end being conneCed to the base, and the dista, end 



a 
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having an opening with a pill container fitted therein, the pill container fitted 
through the opening and connected by one or more hinges to the lid. 

13. The pill box of claim 12, wherein the pill container comprises a spherical 
wedge shape. 

14. The pill box of claim 1 , further comprising a programmable pill counter 
integrated with the lid. 

15. The pill box of claim 1 , further comprising a programmable pill counter 
integrated with the base. 

16. The pill box of claim 1 , wherein the base comprises a cavity, and the lid 
comprises a corresponding protuberance that is sized to fill the cavity when the 
lid is closed against the base, wherein a pill that is placed in the cavity is crushed 
when the lid is closed against the base. 

17. A pill box comprising: 

a base comprising a bottom side and a top side, the top side having a pill 
storage compartment, a pill cutting surface, and a pill grip coupled to the pill 
cutting surface; 

a lid having a top side and a bottom side, the bottom side having a blade 
coupled thereto, wherein the lid is coupled to the base by one or more hinges; 
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a retractable blade guard coup.ed at one end to the bottom side of the 

base. 



18. The pi,, box of claim ,7, wherein the blade guard comprises a flexible strip 
of material that is substantially impermeable to the blade. 

19. The pill box of Cairn 17, wherein the lid comprises a cam, and wherein the 
blade guard is threaded over the cam. 

20. The pill box of claim 17. wherein the blade guard comprises a plastic 
material. 



21 • The pill box of claim 1 7, wherein the Wade guard comprises metallic 
material. 



22. The pill box of claim 17, wherein the blade guard is retractable such that it 
covers the blade when the lid is open and retracts to expose the blade when the 
lid is closed. 

23. The pill box of claim 1 7, wherein the bottom side of the lid comprises a 
first wall having a channel formed along its length and a second wall with a 
channel formed along its length, wherein the first and second walls run parallel 
with the each other and the blade, and wherein the channels face each other. 
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24. The pill box of claim 23. wherein the channels in the firs, and second walls 
receive the blade guard. 



25. The p„l box of Calm ,7, wherein the lid comprises one or more finger grips 
with raised ribs, and wherein the base comprises one or more finger grips with 
raised ribs. 



26. The pil, box of claim ,7, wherein the one or more finger grips on me lid are 
proximal the one or more finger grips on the base when the lid is Cosed against 
the base. 



27. The pil, box of claim 17. wherein the one or more finger grips on the lid are 
d,stal the one or more finger grips on the base when the lid is closed agains, the 
base. 



28. The pill box of claim 1 7, wherein the pii, grip comprises a firs, holding arm 
and a second holding arm for adjustably centering a p„, on the pil, cutting surface 
into alignment with the blade. 

29. The pill box of claim 28, wherein the firs, holding arm comprises a firs, 
portion tna, is rigidly coupled to the pii, cutting surface and a second region tha, 
is flexibly coupled to the firs, portion, and wherein the second hdding arm 
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inwardly biased toward one another. 

30. The pi„ box of Cain, 17,wH e re i nme t ops,deo, the , Wcompn . sesathumb 
press portion. 



31. The pii, box of Cain, 

32. The p,„ box of Cain, ,7, further comprising . programmab , e pj „ „ 
timer integrated with the lid. 



33. The P ,„ b oxo f c,a i m 17 ,whe f e i n«he,ops i de 0 „he hase comprises a 
caviry, and t he bottom side of fhe „d compdses a correspond p rot uberance 
.Ha, is sized ,o „ ,he cavity when fhe „d is Cosed agains, fhe hase, wherein a p,„ 
•ha. is piacad in ,he cavify is crushed when fhe lid is Cosed agains, the base. 

34. A pill box comprising: 
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a base comprising a bottom side and a top side, the top side having a pill 
storage compartment, a pill cutting surface, and a pill grip coupled to the pil, 
cutting surface; 

a lid having a proximal end with a cam and a bottom side having a blade 
coupled thereto, wherein the lid is coupled to the base by one or more hinges; 
and 

a blade guard comprising a sheet coupled at one end to the bottom side of 
the base, wherein the blade guard is threaded over the cam and is retractable 
such that it covers the blade when the lid is open and retracts to expose the 
blade to the pill cutting surface when the lid is closed. 

35. The pill box of claim 34, wherein the pill grip comprises a first holding arm 
and a second holding arm for adjustably centering a pill on the pill cutting surface 
into alignment with the blade. 

36. The pill box of claim 35, wherein the first holding arm comprises a first 
portion that is rigidly coupled to the pil. cutting surface and a second region that 
is flexibly coupled to the first portion, and wherein the second holding arm 
comprises a first portion that is rigidly coupled to the pill cutting surface and a 
second portion that is flexibly coupled to the first portion, the first portion of the 
first holding arm parallel to the first portion of the second holding arm, the second 
portion of the first holding arm and the second portion of the second holding arm 
inwardly biased toward one another. 



/ 
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,r formed a,on9 i,s ,en9,h ' — ' - - « «~ ™ parane( 



39- The pill box of claim 34 wherein tho im 

„ . the " d com Prises a programmable 



counter. 



pill 



40. The pill box of claim 34, wherein th* ^ 

b3Se C ° mpriSeS a Programmable pill 



" d 18 Cl0Sed aaa,n st the base, wherein 



when the lid is closed against the base 



a Pill that is p.aced in the cavity is crushed 



A hand-held container comprising: 
a base; 
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a lid connected to the base by one or more hinges, the lid having a top 
side and a bottom side; and 

a color-coded attachment detachably fixed to the top side of the lid, 
wherein the color-coded attachment comprises a color that indicates a feature of 
the container. 



43. The hand-held container of claim 42, wherein one color indicates that the 
container comprises a pill splitter. 



44. 



The hand-held container of claim 43, wherein the pill splitter comprises: 

a base having a pill cutting surface and a pill grip; 

a lid connected to the base, the lid having a blade; and 

a retractable blade guard secured to the base and engaging the lid. 



45. The hand-held container of claim 42, wherein a color combination 
comprising one or more colors indicates that the container comprises a pill 
crusher. 

46. The hand-held container of claim 42, wherein a color combination 
comprising one or more colors indicates that the container comprises a pill 
counter. 
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47. The hand-held container of claim 42, wherein a color combination 
comprising one or more colors indicates that the container comprises a pi„ 
counter and a pill crusher. 

48. The hand-held container of claim 42, wherein a color combination 
comprising one or more colors indicates tha, the container comprises a P ,„ 
splitter and a pill counter. 

49. The hand-held container of claim 42, wherein a color combination 
comprising one or more colors indicates ,ha, the container comprises a p,„ 
crusher and a pill monitoring timer. 

50. The hand-held container of claim 42, wherein a color combination 
comprising one or more colors indicates that the container comprises a pil, 
splitter, a pill crusher, and a pill counter. 

51. A kit comprising: 

one or more pills; and 

a pill box comprising: 

a base having a pill cutting surface and a pill grip; 

a lid connected to the base, the lid having a blade; and 

a retractable b.ade guard secured to the base and engaging the lid. 
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52. The kit of claim 51 further comprising instructions for use ^ g 

method of splitting the one or more pills, the method comprising: 

Placing one of the one or more pi„s on the pill cutting surface such that it 
is secured by the pill grip; 

dosing the lid against the base such that the retractable blade guard 
exposes the blade to the pll, and the blade slices through the pi,,; and 

opening the lid to remove the split pill such that the retractable blade 
guard returns to its original position covering the blade. 

53. The Ki, of claim 51, wherein the blade guard comprises a flexible strip of 
material that is substantially impermeable to the blade. 

54. The ki, of claim 53, wherein the blade guard comprises a plastic material. 

55. The ki, of calm 53, wherein Ihe blade guard comprises metallic materia,. 

56. The ki, o, claim 51, wherein the lid and base are connected by a hinge. 

57. The ki. o, claim 51, wherein the lid comprises a cam, and wHerein the 
blade guard is threaded over the cam. 
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58. The ki, of claim 51, wherein the pill grip comprises a first holding arm and 
a second holding arm for adjustably centering a pill on the P „l cuffing surface into 
alignment with the blade. 

59. The u of claim 51 , wherein the firs, holding arm comprises a nrs, portion 
that is rigidly coupled to the pill cutting surface and a second region that is 
flexibly coupled to the first portion, and wherein the second holding arm 
comprises a firs, portion tha, is rigidly coupled ,o the piil cutting surface and a 
second portion tha, is flexibly coupled ,o ,he firs, portion, the nrs, portion of the 
first holding arm parallel to the first 

60. The ki, of claim 51, wherein a top side of ,he lid comprises a thumb press 
portion. 

61 . The ki, of claim 51, wherein a retention lip extends from a distal end of ,he 
base for holding the base in position while opening and closing the lid. 

62. A pill box comprising: 

a base having a pill cutting surface and a pill grip; 
a lid connected to the base, the lid having a blade; and 
a retractable blade guard s.ideably secured to the lid, the blade guard 
comprising a raised region that slides over the blade. 
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63. 



The pi,, box of Cain, 62, wherein me raised region o, the b,eoe guard 
*™ a channe, ,ha, is suhs t an,ia„ y perpendicu,ar ,o a ,op of fhe ,id and herein 
the blade guard further comprises at least , 



one wing extending laterally from the 
raised region. 



64. The pi,, ho, of aaim 63 , wherein (he M comprises ^ teas( frack ^ 
the track. 



63. The p„, ^ of claim 33, wherein ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

-her s,de of fhe pi,, cuff.g surface, the «wo ramped wa„s s Ubst an,ia„ y para„e, 
•o each ofher and continuing a, an upward angie from a disfa, port ,on of ,he hase. 

66. The p,„ oo x of claim 65 , ^ ^ M fe by (o ^ 

ramped walls. 



67. The P ,„ ho* of claim 65. where,n fhe a, ,eas« one wing comprises a raised 
blade. 
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68. The pill box of claim 65, further comprising a compression spring inserted 
between the blade guard and a distal end of the lid, wherein the compression 
spring forces the blade guard to slide over the blade when the lid is raised. 

69. The pill box of claim 65, further comprising a compressible gel inserted 
between the blade guard and a distal end of the lid, wherein the gel forces the 
blade guard to slide over the blade when the lid is raised. 

70. The pill box of claim 62, wherein the lid comprises a programmable pill 
counter. 

71 . The pill box of claim 62, wherein the base comprises a programmable pill 
counter. 

72. The pill box of claim 62, wherein the base comprises a cavity, and the lid 
comprises a corresponding protuberance that is sized to fill the cavity when the 
lid is closed against the base, wherein a pill that is placed in the cavity is crushed 
when the lid is closed against the base. 



